cles of the skin are organs distinct from the bulbs of the hair, and that they exist over the whole surface, excepting the palms of the hands and soles of the feet. The bulbs of the large hair (gros poils) are situated very deeply in the derm, and sometimes penetrate even into the subcutaneous adipose tissue: the sebaceous follicles, on the contrary, are nearer to the cutaneous surface, and are never found extending to the adipose structure. Their size, also, says he, is too large to permit them to be confounded with the bulbs of hair, which are much smaller. In new-born children, sebaceous follicles may be discovered on all parts of the skin, with the two exceptions already named. 
affected with a peculiar palpitation of the heart, unattended by any other symptom of disease. Five years ago, after an inflammation of the chest, the palpitation augmented in violence; he appeared sometimes to be in danger of suffocation. The palpitation and sense of suffocation abated when he sat upright, and pressed his breast firmly against any hard body. Medical treatment rendered him no relief: the occurrence of hemorrhoids appeared, Ventricles of the Heart. 265 however, in some measure to render his sufferings more tolerable. Finally* the accessions of suffocation became more violent, particularly at night; tlie only position in which the patient could find any ease was sitting upright. By degrees oedema of the feet showed itself, and extended to the legs; at length the abdomen became distended from effusion, and the scrotum was swollen to a great extent. His countenance was livid, swollen, and of a doughy appearance.
The upper extremities presented the same phenomena. He was first visited by Dr. W. on the 17th of November, 1825: he found him lying in bed, with his head and shoulders greatly elevated, and unable to rise. The preceding night he had suffered a very severe attack of suffocation; for fear of a return of which, he begged, with tears in his eyes, that the Doctor, by puncturing the abdomen, would relieve him of the load of water which it contained, and thus enable him to assume the erect posture. His carotids throbbed violently; the heart beat with such force that the whole of the left side of the chest was shook by its action. The motions of the chest were distinct, commencing above and extending downwards. The pulse was regular, somewhat tense, and moderately full, ninety in a minute. The respiration was rattling, as though some obstruction existed in the trachea. The patient could speak only with great difficulty; the tone of the voice was hoarse and low. The body presented all the symptoms of extensive general dropsy. Appetite and digestion not particularly affected; the tongue very red and clean; great thirst; the skin had the feel of dry parchment. The skin on the fore part of the scrotum, being irritated by the passage of the urine over it, presented an erysipelatous appearance; as also did the calves of the legs. The patient complained of considerable pain of the left thigh.
Notwithstanding the dropsy was to be viewed as an effect of disease of the heart, under which the patient evidently laboured, yet, with the view of mitigating his sufferings, as well as to take off the extreme tension of the skin, from which gangrene was to be feared, Dr. W. punctured the abdomen. Though but a small quantity of fluid was discharged, the patient felt somewhat relieved. Diuretics were directed internally; and, externally, tepid poultices, with acetate of lead and laudanum, to the left inferior extremity.
Next day, near six quarts of water discharged by the puncture; the patient much relieved; had a quiet night. Poultices exchanged for a decoction of chamomile flowers, with acetate of lead and laudanum. Seltzer water to allay the thirst.
On the ensuing day, symptoms the same. Diuretics continued. On both of the two following days, bowels evacuated; pain of left thigh increased, with redness. Chamomile decoctions discontinued, and a decoction of oak bark, with the same additions, directed.
On the 22d of the month, dropsical symptoms considerably abated ; palpitation of the heart much diminished; the patient could stand without assistance, and sat up the greater part of the day in an armchair.
On the 25th, frequent watery stools, weakness, the pulse more frequent and strong. Diuretics discontinued, and frictions to the abdomen of Spirit. Terebinth, and Camph. united by the yolk of an egg.
From this time the patient rapidly declined in strength. On the 29th gangrene of the left thigh. On the 30th, the patient died.
Sectio cadaceris.?The thorax only examined: it contained abont a pint of bloody serum. Lungs healthy, but pressed backwards, in consequence of the augmented size of the hearty they were not greatly distended with blood, and 266 COLLECTANEA.
no where adhered to the pleura. The pericardium adhered completely to the surface of the heart, with tbe exception of that part which is next the dia? phragm, where not a trace of it was discoverable, the heart lying immediately npoii the latter. The heart was at least three times its normal size, and filled with a considerable quantity of black half-coagulated blood; the parietes of both ventricles being of a thickness proportionate to the augmented bulk of the organs. The most remarkable circumstance was the absence of the septum ventriculorum, of which not a trace remained; notwithstanding which, the openings of the great vessels were entirely natural, excepting that those of the veins were somewhat enlarged; the valves perfect. The tricle, very much enlarged, had its walls much reduced in thickness. From the interventricular partition arose one of the roots of the morbid production. Another root took its rise from the auriculo-ventricular valve, by two pedun^ cles. These two united, and formed a round body, two inches and two lines in length, which terminated by a ragged point, the surface of which did not appear covered by any membranous layer. On the external surface of the polypus were seen three reddish fillets, which, arising from the carneaj columns, extended to the morbid production, and appeared to be lost in its substance. These, examined with a good lens, were found full of reddish fluid, and were recognized as sanguiferous vessels. In order to prove the fact the more satisfactorily, two of the fillets were injected with mercury.
One of them burst at the distance of an inch from the introduction of the tube, but the other was completely filled, and exhibited its divisions and ramuscules, which became lost in the substance of the polypus. The Leeches were applied to the left groin aud upper and inner part of the thigh: these were followed by cold lotions to the afle.cted parts, and mild cathartics and anodynes were administered internally.
30th.?The acute pain on pressure, and motion of the limb, had subsided, and the extremity was universally (edematous. For two months after this period the limb remained so feeble as to disable her from walking, and continued larger than the other.
Eleven months after the attack the general health of the patient was restored, and she again became piegnanl. On the 5th of November, 1328, she was delivered ofa stillborn child, and died soon after fiom uterine hemorihagy. No appearance of recent disease existed, and the density and firmness of the morbid textures evidently showed that the whole was the result of inflammation which had occurred at a remote period.
In The third case was of eighteen years' duration. It was marked by an induration of two inches extent round the nipple, the consequence of a wound of that part, and accompanied by flying pains. For three months before beginning with the iodine, there had been an increase of the tumor by a fall: it was hard, bilobular, and the seat of frequent and lancinating pains. A resolution of the indurated gland was accomplished by means of frictions of the hydriodate of potass, and the tincture of the iodine internally.
In this case it was found that the excessive sensibility of the stomach, by which the patient was unable to retain a common purge, subsided under the influence of the vinous tincture of opium. She was thus enabled to take, without interruption, the tincture of iodine, six drops three times a day, gradually increasing the dose. The omission of the laudanum for a single day caused the stomach immediately to reject the iodine.
In the fourth case, distinguished by a cancerous and fetid ulcer of the breast, with cachexia, there had been an amelioration of the symptoms produced by Fowler'3 solution, and a return of all the bad symptoms by the use of compression.
The administration of the iodine by tincture internally, and by ointment of the hydriodate of potass externally, was followed by a rapid amendment, and nearly complete cicatrization of the ulcer. The general health was also much improved. Finally, however, there was a relapse, followed by death. J. R., twenty-four years old, of good constitution, broke his leg in January 1826, and was attended for ten weeks by a country surgeon. At this time the fracture was not united, and the ends of the bone were not in apposition. Many plans of treatmeut were tried without success, and in September he was placed under the care of Dr. Dohldorf. The left thigh was not lessened in bulk, but it was rather shorter than the right. When the patient Mood up, the limb was turned inwards. The fracture was about the middle of the bone. The broken extremities were not enlarged, and were perfectly free from any adhesion; for the lower part of the limb could be moved in any direction without difficulty or pain. General health good. The application of a seton between the fractured extremities of the bone was determined upon. The operation was performed on October 3d. The inflammation which followed was so severe that it was necessary to withdraw the seton eight days after. Free suppuration took place, and several fistulous abscesses formed between the muscles. Hut little hopes of benefit from the operation were now entertained, aud the life of the patient was not considered altogether safe. At the expiration of a month, however, the fracture began to consolidate. The wound made for the introduction of the seton, and the abscesses, healed. Towards the end of December very solid callus was formed; and, to prevent excessive ossific deposition, which took place too rapidly, pressure was applied. Breaking down the Stone in the Bladder. 277 operation of lithotomy: once over the pubis, and the other time by the perineum. The consequence is that his bladder had two cicatrices, one above and the other below, which rendered it very irregular. Owing to this, M. C. experiences, at each repetition of his operation, considerable difficulty in finding the stones, and. particularly the small fragments, and the patient suffers a good deal more than others generally do. Yet the former always succeeds; and the latter gets up laughing and joking, dresses himself, and walks off as if nothing was the matter with him, always stating that he will soon return to have the business completed, and that he is sorry he did not know of this method before; for, had he done so, he would not have submitted to the others. Can the advantage of this method be indicated more satisfactorily than by such facts ?* Another patient, also far advanced in years, has the opening of the urethra far below the head of the penis. This occasioned some difficulty in introducing the instruments. But M. C. finally succeeded; seized the stone, and with more than usual difficulty ground a good portion of it; for it proved as hard as marble. This man also walked home very quietly, and experienced comparatively little pain, except on the first introduction of the instruments. Since writing the above I have assisted, in company with our friends, Dr. Brown and Mr. Ralston, at the second operation on this patient. He bore it much better than on the former occasion, complained of less pain, and walked off in good spirits, blessing M. Civiale with much warmth. A few minutes after I met him on the Boulevard. He Vegetation in Air at different Pressures.?M. Dobereiner took two equal glass vessels of 320 cubic inches capacity each: in these were put portions of the same earth in which two portions of barley had been sown, and moistened to the same degree. The air was now exhausted from one vessel until the pressure equalled fourteen inches of mercury, and in the other it was condensed until the pressure equalled fifty-six inches. Germination took place in equal times, and the leaflets were equally green; but, at the end of fifteen days, the shoots in the rarefied air were only six inches long, but in the condensed air from nine to ten inches. The former were expanded and soft, the latter rolled round the stem and solid: the former were wet on their surface, and especially at the extremities; the latter nearly dry.
" I am disposed (says M. Dobereiner,) to believe that the diminution in the size of plants, as they rise on mountains into higher regions, depends more on the diminution of pressure than of heat." The phenomenon of drops of water on the leaves in rarefied air calls to mind the relation of a young Englishman, who, whilst passing through Spanish America as a prisoner, remarked that "on the highest mountains of the country the trees continually transpired a quantity of water, even in the driest weather, the water falling sometimes like rain." These results show the inapplicability of the explanations which have sometimes been given of this effect. Considering how much fuel is required to consume a corpse, it is impossible to suppose that, in these cases, the combustion is occasioned by the inflammable nature of alcohol, or of hydrogen, which may be supposed to be evolved; and, again, the ordinary products of the combustion of animal matter is a very spongy, black, shining charcoal, fetid, and incinerating only at a very high temperature; whilst, in spontaneous human combustion, the temperature produced is so low as not to inflame neighbouring bodies.
M. Julia de Fontenelle, therefore, considers this case of combustion to depend upon a very advanced and putrid degeneration of the system, which suddenly produces very combustible substances, at the expense of the muscular fibre, &c.; and, these inflaming spontaneously, (by*means of the opposite electricities, &c.) cause the resulting effect. This degeneration is considered as presenting a perfect analogy with vegetable putrid fermentation and putrefaction. The putrefaction of vegetables is known to occasion the development of so much heat as sometimes to cause their inflammation.
These human combustions do not depeud upon the combination of the oxygen of the atmosphere: because, 1st, there is not sufficient heat evolved; 2d, there is not the production of a charcoal requiring a high heat for its incineration; 3d, there are no ammoniacal products formed. The effects appear to depend altogether upon a new arrangement of the elements previously existing in the human body.?Quarterly Journal of Science, from the Bull. Univ.
